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And all the Devils beſought Him, ſaying, Send us into 

| the ſwine, that we may enter into them. And forth- 
with Jeſus gave them leave. And the unclean 
ſpirits went out, and entered into the ſwine : and the 
herd ran violently down a ſteep place into the ſea 
and were choaked in the ſea. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


F* is by many reported, that the three 
proverbs, which make the general 
topics of the following Diſcourle, were 
raiſed from the ſubject (Mark v. 1 2. 13.) 
by Hun PETERSs of the laſt age. 
Mr. J. Burgeſs, upon hearing them re- 
lated, was ſo impreſſed, that when he 
retired from company, the particulars 
ariſing from thoſe proverbs, flowed fo 
readily into his mind, that (as he ſays in 
a letter to a friend) he reduced them 
into the form of a Sermon ; which he 
delivered on a public occaſion. The 
ſingularity of it became the ſubje& of 
converſation around the neighborhood ; 
and when ſome detached parts of it 
I were 
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were told to certain Divines, they 


thought proper, zhrough the abundance 


of their candor and charity, to treat 
them with deriſion and contempt.— 
The Sermon, by deſire, is now ſub- 
mitted to the public. Let him that 
reads, conſider what ſome people ſaid 
concerning the prophet Ezekiel in chap- 
ter xx. 49. Doth he not ſpeak parables ? 
And let thoſe gentlemen who ridiculed 
the Preacher, attend to what Horace 
ſays in one of his Epiſtles, 

Siquid noviſti rectius iſtis, 

Candidus imperti: Si non, his utere mecum. 


INTRO- 


INTRODUCTION. 


HAT there is an intercourſe between 
ſpirits in a ſeparate ſtate, and human 
ſouls inhabiting fleſhly tabernacles on 
earth, is a doctrine that has generally been em- 


braced both by Heathens, Jews and Chriſtians 
in every age: 


Millions of ſpiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unſeen, both when we wake and when we ſleep. 
MiLTON. 


How ſolemn and heart- affecting is the ſenti- 
ment ! What wide ſcenes and diſtant proſpects 
doth it open to the eye of faith ! with what a 
ſacred awe doth it ſtrike the human mind! 
and what a tendency has it to guard and regu- 
late that conduct which lyes open to ſuch a vaſt 
number of inviſible ſpectators and witnefles ! 
— The world of ſpirits has always been diſtin- 
guiſhed into good and bad. Reaſon forbids us 
to ſuppoſe, that theſe immortal unbodied ſpirits 
jo 8 are 
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are idle unconcern'd ſpectators of the ſcenes 
acted by their kindred ſpirits clothed in fleſh ; 
but rather, that they prompt them to a conduct 
ſimilar to their own angelic neſs or diabolic 
badneſs. The influence which diabolic ſpirits 
have on human actions, being a matter of pure 
revelation, it's plain deciſions ſhould throughly 
ſatisfy us, without preſuming to bring the in- 
viſible world of ſpirits under laws and rules 
dictated by creatures chained down to bodies, 
and directed by mere human reaſon darkened 
by the original Fall. —That Satan tempts man- 
kind to Sin, is a doctrine ſo frequently and 
clearly aſcertained in Scripture, that nothing 
leſs than daring infidelity can conſtrue it into 
any other meaning. The ſubſequent teſti- 
monies, referred to in the margin, cannot be 
evaded, without putting ſuch an unnatural 
force on the ſacred records as would be deemed 
intolerable, if applied to any other writings. * 


It has indeed been often, though weakly 


objected, that Satan being a limited creature 
cannot exiſt in various places at one time; there- 
tore cannot tempt perſons in different and diſtant 
places at the ſame time. For if this prince of 
the devils imploy in this tempting work his un- 
derling infernal imps, who are diſperſed all over 
the earth, why may not the temptation as pro- 


* Gen. 111. 15 I Chron, xxi. I, Job i. 7. Zech. iii. 1. 
Mat. iv. 1-9. Chap. xii. 43, 44, 45: Mark iv. 15. 
Luke xxii. 3. Acts v. 3. 2 Cor. ii. 11. Eph. ii. 2. 
and vi. 11. 2 Tim. ii. 26. James iv. 7. 1 Peter v. 8. 
Rev. xii. 9, 12. | 
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perly be aſcribed to him, as fighting a battle 
1s aſcribed to a chief officer, though none but 
his ſoldiers were upon the ſpot, and actually 
in the engagement ? But whilſt we cenſure ſome 
for totally denying ſatanical temptations, we 
equally blame others, who aſcribe too much 
to them, fathering almoſt all their fins on the 
devil. Such muſt be told, that though the 
devil may tempt, he cannot compel; though 
he may act upon the working imagination, 
he cannot commit a rape on the will, where 
the guilt of fin chiefly lives. Indeed the hu- 
man will cannot be forced, without ceaſing to 
be a will; therefore if we comply with ſatanical 
temptations, the blame and guilt muſt needs 
lie at our own doors; eſpecially conſidering 
what almighty aſſiſtance the goſpel promiſeth 
in all our earneſt conflicts with theſe powers of 
darkneſs, namely, not only the miniſtration of 
good angels, Heb. i. 14. but the influences of 
the Divine Spirit T. Having thus vindicated 


and 


* The doctrine of diabolic poſſeſſions, tho* often and 
plainly laid down by each of the Evangeliſts, is confeſſ- 
edly embarraſſed with difficulties and objections. But will 
not a cordial friend to Divine Revelation rather chooſe 
to reconcile his ſcrupulous mind to difficulties, found in 
the holy Oracles of the incomprehenſible Jehovah, than 
cloſe in with thoſe forced, unnatural, and in ſome reſpects 
abſurd explanations of plain goſpel-hiſtory, which, in order 
to diſcard this plainly revealed doctrine of poſſeſſions, do mani- 
feſtly, (tho* we hope undeſignedly) tend to render the ſacred 
ſcriptures not merely an uncertain, but ue, guide. If 
the following explanation of my text be not of that number, 
I know not what is — The two men, who the Evangeliſts 
60 ſay were poſſeſſed with devils or demons, were only ſeiz'd 
* with the natural diſeaſe of madneſs, frenzy, or _— 4 — 
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and qualified that doctrine on which the enſuing 
Diſconrſe is chiefly. grounded, I now enter upon 
the text itſelf, which demands a more particu- 
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lar attention. 


« diabolic poſſeſſions are mere fictions. —But, as Dr. Whitby 
judiciouſly remarks, The Evangeliſts always diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the cure of diſeaſes and the caſting out of devils. 
Mat. iv. 24. They brought unto Him all fick people who 
were taken with divers diſeaſes, and thoſe that were poſſeſſed 
with devils, and thoſe that were lunatic. So Mat. x. 1, He 
gave the Apoſtles ee againſt unclean ſpirits,- to caſt them 
out, and to heal all manner of fickneſs and diſeaſes. See alſo 
Mark i. 34. Luke iv. 40. | rt 

The Author goes on, and tells us, that the two thouſand 
« hogs were not driven into the ſea by evil ſpirits, but by the 
te two madmen, who in one of their frantic fits frightened them 
« into it.” But is it not more than intimated that the men 
were reſtored to their right mind before the hogs took to their 
heels? Beſides, that two madmen ſhould drive two thouſand 
ſuch ungoveruable creatures as hogs one way, does I think 
exceed the belief of any hog-driver on the road, if not of the 
pen-driver in his cloſet, This incredible notion the Author 


endevors to relieve by weakly lpppoin „that the hogs being 
1b] 


on the ſide of an hill, might poſſibly ſlide down into the ſea 
of themſelves. © Vide the Rational Account &c. by the late 
Mr. D—n of B—n in Lancaſhire: in which there are many 
remarks more obnoxius than theſe. What a pity is it that one 
who calls himſelf a Chriſtian Divine ſhould afford ſo much 
occaſion to Deiſts to ridicule our divine ſtandard of Faith, 
when they ſee it turn'd any way like a noſe of wax. 
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MARK v. 12, 13. 


And all the Devils beſcugbt Him, ſaying, Send 

u into the favine, that we may enter into them. 
And forthwith Jeſus gave them leave. And 
the unclean fpirits went out, and entered into 
the ſerine; and the herd ron violently down a 
fieep place into the ſea, [they were about two 
thouſand) and were choaked in the ſea. 


O ſoon as our bleſſed Lord, whoſe chief 
errand into the world was to deſtroy the 
works of the devil, had with his diſciples 
weathered out an uncomfortable night-ſtorm 
at ſea, and had ſet their feet on dry land in the 
morning, they met what was more furious than 
even the ſea in a ſtorm, viz. two fierce noiſy 
naked Demoniacs. Our Evangeliſt tells us, 
they were poſſeſſed with unclean ſpirits. To 
the intent he might not be miſunderſtood, he 
afterwards, namely in my text, ſtiles them de- 
vils So do the evangeliſts Matthew and Luke. 
One of theſe Demoniacs being, as it ſhou!d ſeem, 
more fierce, at leaſt more loquacious than the 
other, caſting an eye upon our Savior, he, or 
rather the evil ſpirit within him, diſcerning the 
Divinity which was ſhrouded under a veil of 
fleſh, loudly addreſſed Him in this ſtrange 


manner; What have to do with thee, Jeſus, 
B * thou 
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« thou Son of the moſt high God ? I adjure 
© thee by God, that thou torment me not.“ 
ver. 7. Obſerve, Jeſus thou Son of the moſt 
high God. What could the moſt enlightened 
Chriſtian have ſaid more to the honor of our 
Divine Savior ? My friends, the vileſt miſcreant 
on earth, yea the fouleſt devil in hell can make 
an orthodox confeſſion of faith, and utter holy 
words. But ah! what avails a mere lip-pro- 

ſeſſion, while the unclean fpirit reigns within? 
But to proceed. Tho' this Demoniac, or ra- 
ther the infernal ſpirit within, gave our Lord 
this honorable title, Jeſus thou ſon of the moſt high 
God, yet obſerve what's next very ſtrangely 
added, What have I to do with thee? When the 
devil ſaid this, he in one reſpect uttered a noto- 
rious falſhood ; in another reſpect, a ſober truth. 
It he meant, that he had nothing to 'do with 
Chriſt as a Lord or Ruler, his declaration was 
falſe : but if his meaning only was, that he had 
nothing to do with Him as a ſin-atoning Prieſt, 
he utter'd a ſober, but very ſorrowful truth. 
Sad it was for him, that a ſpirit ſo heavy laden 
with guilt had nothing to do with the ſin-atoning 
facrifice of Jeſus; and that ſuch a diſeaſed deep- 
fallen {purit could lay no claim to the healing 
medicines of this wonderful Phyſician. The 
evil ſpirit next adds, J adjure thee by God that 
thou torment me not. Obſ. Tis the well-known 
property of a guilty ſpirit to meditate terror, 
and to be filled with freſh horror at the fight 
of its judge and executioner. Obſ. Again; Na- 
ture prompts every creature, even * 
2 Cure 
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deſire a releaſe from pain and puniſhment. 
The devil can pray againſt ſufferings, tho' not 
againſt ſin: No, tis grace alone can ſincerely 
deſire a freedom from moral evil. 

But ſtep forward. The Demoniac or diabo- 
lic ſpirit having ended his addreſs, our Lord 
aſks him his name; to whom he makes this 
ſtrange reply, ver. 9. My name is Legion; for 
we are many. The word Legion, as Mr. Henry 
rightly obſerves, is a military term. Now as 
theſe devils here aſſume this name, it implies, 
that they are in a ſtate of war; they war againſt 
God and his glory, againſt Chriſt and his goſ- 
pel, againſt men and their happineſs. Again, 
the name, Legion, not only implies warriors, 
but a large number of warriors ; for a Legion 
conſiſts of ſome thouſands. Hence when theſe 
devils ſtile themſelves, Legion, they ſubjoin 
this reaſon, For we are many. Here we have 
a ſtrange name: In the 12th and 13th verſes, 
which are my text, we have as ſtrange a petition. 
For, there being nigh unto the mountain a great 
herd of fewine feeding, my text faith, all the 
_ devils beſought Him, ſaying, Send us into the 
berd of fewine, that we may enter into them, 
And forthwith Jeſus gave them leave. And the 
unclean ' ſpirits went out, and entered into the 
ſwine ; and the herd ran wolently down a ſleep 
place into the ſea, and were choaked in the ſea. 

In theſe words the devil verified three old 
Engliſh proverbs ; which, as they contain the 
general drift of my text, thall alſo contain the 
ſubſtance of this enſuing diſcourſe. | 

B 2 I. The 
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I. The devil will play at ſmall game, rather 


than none at all. 


All the devils befought Him, ſaying: IC Send 
te us into the fwine, that we ey enter into 
* them.” 


II. They run faſt whom the devil drives. 


When the unclean ſpirits entered into the 
ſwine, tis ſaid, The whole herd ran z violently, 


And, III. The devil brings his hogs to a 


fine market. 


Behold the whole herd ran down a fee Place 
into the fea, and were choaked.. ; 


The Iſt. — ſaying which my text ve- 
rifies is, * That the devil will play at ſmall 
game rather than none at all.” 

The higheſt game which this fallen Arch- 
angel aims at in this world; is to poſſeſs, pollute 
and ruin mankind. Might he chooſe his own 
lodgings, none would pleaſe him fo well as theſe 
living temples of the Moſt High. And as 
Satan prefers Man to take up his quarters in, 
above all inferior creatures, becauſe he is the 
only creature on earth that is capable of ſin 
and damnation; ſo he would rather take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the ſouls of men than of their bodies, 
None but the beſt apartment in the houſe will 
ſerve this unclean pirit. However, becauſe 
this miſchievous fiend is not always permitted 


to 5. hurt and ruin n the ſouls 4 mankind 
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therefore, rather than do no harm at all, he 
will haraſs their bodies with diſeaſes, or ſome 
diſtreſſing malady. Thus he afflicted Job's bo- 
dy, Job ii. 7. and perhaps the Apoſtle Paul's, 
whoſe thorn in the fleſh is called a meſſenger 
of Satan. 2 Cor. xii. 7. Or, if he be reſtrained 
from carrying his miſchievous influence thus far, 
he will offer violence to ſome meaner ſpecies 
of God's creatures. Yea, rather than have no 
prey for his helliſh malice and cruelty to feed 
on, this roaring lion will worry the minuteſt 
part of Job's cattle, viz. his ſheep, Job 1. 16. 
nay, will fall upon an herd of ſorry hogs, and 
drive them down a ſteep precipice, and drown 
them. Thus it appears that Satan prefers 
even ſmall game before none at all. If any 
alk a reaſon for this, a threefold one may be 
aſſigned. As, 
Firſt. Becauſe Satan is an induſtrious ſpirit, 
who loves to be always in action. 
' Secondly. A very malicious ſpirit, that would 
rather be doing a little harm than none at all. 

Thirdly. Becauſe he is alſo a cunning ſpirit, 
who: can turn even ſmall game into large gain. 

Firſt. The devil chooſeth to play tor ſmall 
game, rather than none at all, becauſe he is an 
induſtrious ſpirit, who loves to be always in 
action.— Action is a property natural to ſpirits, 
as reſt is natural to bodies. Man being a crea- 
ture conſiſting both of body and ſpirit, action is 
natural to him ſometimes, and reſt at other 
times. Whereas ſatan, being an immaterial 
Nn. that's * clogged with a body, to him 


perpetual - 
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perpetual action is natural, if not neceſſary. 
Hence we find him giving this deſcription of 
himſelf, viz. © One that goeth to and fro i in the 
e earth, and walks up and down in it.” Job i. 7. 

Beſides, not only the ſpirituality and activity of 
Satan's nature, but his ſelf-tormenting guilt, is 
another thing that puts him into continual mo- 
tion and action, and prompts him to purſue 
little game rather than none at all, Again, 
conſider. 

Secondly. That Satan is not only an active, 
but a very malicious ſpirit, that would rather be 
doing a little harm than none at all.— Of this 
the legion of demons in my text gave ample 
proof. For no ſooner were they ejected out of 
the poor man, than they immediately entered 
into the herd of ſwine. They loſe no time, 
but paſs without intermiſſion or ſtop, out of one 
miſchief into another. And indeed the amazing 
wickedneſs of the devil's nature, in conjunction 
with its activity, puſheth him into continual 
miſchief: Hence the Apoſtle ſtiles him a roar- 
ing lion, who goeth about ſeeking whom he 
may devour, 1 Pet. v. 8. Such is the inſatia- 
ble cruelty of this devouring lion, that whatever 
prey he faſtens his paw upon, he teareth it to 
the utmoſt of his power. Boundleſs malice 
inſtigates him to act the part of the inſatiable 
miſer, in whom curſed avarice is ſuch a pre- 
dominant principle, that he will gather ſingle 
ſtraws, rather than forbear making additions 
to his beloved heap. Thus the malice of this 
d;abolic adverſary againſt God's creatures is ſuch, 

that 
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that he'll deſtroy or harm the very minuteſt of 
them, rather than deſiſt from his beloved 
trade of doing miſchief in ſome degree ; like 
that barbarous Emperor of Rome, Domitian, 
who, having not ſtrength enough to exerciſe 
perpetual cruelty upon larger prey, ſpent his 
leiſure hours in pricking flies with a bodkin, 
and putting them to pain for his diverſion, Be- 
lieve it, if, when Beelzebub cannot damn a 
precious ſoul, he can but drown a pig, or 
bruiſe the heel of the meaneſt ſaint, even this 
yields him a helliſh gratification, Gen. iii. 15. 
O what everlaſting thanks are due to the graci- 
ous Governor of the univerſe, that the power 
of this grand adverſary 1s ſo unequal to his 
malice ! that all the ſaints are in the Redeemer's 
hand, Deut. xxxiu. 3. and are kept by the 
power of God, through faith unto ſalvation. 
1 Pet. i. ic: 

Thirdly. Another reaſon why the devil 
chooſeth to play at ſmall game rather than none 
at all, is becauſe he is a cunning ſpirit, who can 
turn even ſmall game into large gain. 

Of this we find a very fignal inſtance in my 
text. Satan, we may be ſure, played at little 
game, when he only aſked leave to enter an 
herd of ſwine ; one of the loweſt claſs of brute- 
creatures ; creatures not capable of being drawn 
either into fin or damnation : Yet ſuch was the 
policy of this old ſerpent, that he made great 
gain of this ſmall game ; for when Chriſt per- 
mitted him to enter the Gadarene hogs, he 
drowned every one of them, and by this means 

he 
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he exaſperated the Gadarenes againſt Chriſt, to 
ſuch a degree, that they in effect expelled Him 
out of their coaſts. Thus the devil eventually 
baniſhed both the Savior of the world and his 
glorious goſpel out of a whole country, by 
the inſtrumentality of ſome hogs. 

Again. Did not this diabolic adverſary ſeem- 
ingly catch at very ſmall prey, when, being 
permitted to attack Job, he only rough-caſt his 


body with boils and plague-ſores (for that was 


not touching either ſoul or life); Vet by this 
ſmall matter Satan gained vaſt advantage over 
that good man's better part; throwing his ſpirit 
into ſuch a ruffle, as prompted him in ſome 
ſort to curſe his very being and life; yea almoſt 
to take up an horrid reſolution of totally aban- 
doning his Maker's ſervice. Thus it ſufficiently 
appears, what great gain Satan can make even 
of ſmall game; or how he can avail himſelf 
againſt us by very little matters. 

Believe it, if this crafty enemy can but induce 
the negligent profeſſor often to omit his duty 
in leſſer inſtances, or to make free with ſins of 
a ſmaller ſize, he knows he is in a fair way to 
lead on the unwary creature in time into far 

ater omiſſions and commiſſions. Let us 
therefore walk circumſpectly, as it becomes 


| thoſe who are not ignorant of Satan's devices, 


or depths, as ſcripture emphatically terms them. 
How cautious ſhould all profeſſors be, leſt this 
ſubtle enemy praQtiſe upon, and ruin them by 
a courſe of leſſer fins and temptations, even after 
they have eſcaped greater. Perhaps, Sirs, * 


n 
of you have laid aſide the more flagrant vices 
of debauchery, drunkenneſs, ſwearing, lying, 
cheating and ſabbath- breaking, and are turned 
ſober: ye pray, receive the ſacrament, and at 
times are affected with a preached goſpel; but 
take heed, O take ſpecial heed, leſt this grand 
deceiver allure you into a ſet of leſſer indulgences, 
under the ſpecious cover of abſtaining from fins 
of a groſſer fort. Take heed of being drawn 
on to be trifling and formal in your devotions, 
negligent in fulfilling your promiſes, griping 
and over-reaching in your bargains, and ſtift, 
rigid and uncharitable in the circumſtantials of 
religion: for, tho all theſe are but of ſmall 
conſequence when compared with groſs aQts of 
impiety, injuſtice and oppreſſion, little do ye 
conſider what great gain Satan may make of 
ſuch ſeemingly little game, and what an unhappy 
advantage ſuch matters give him, I ſay not 
againſt yourſelves only, but againſt religion in 
general. Remember, in parvis et licitis peri- 
mus omnes. As more gameſters are impercep- 
tibly reduced to beggary by a long ſeries of little 
loſings, than by a few large ſweep-ſtakes ; and 
as more tradeſmen are ruined by a long-conti- 
nued train of ſmall loſſes, (which they are apt 
to make but light of, fingly conſidered) than 
by two or three very heavy loſſes; for theſe are 
more apt to alarm, and to excite unto greater 
future caution, diligence and frugality ; fo 
more chriſtian profeflors are ruined in their ſoul- 
concerns, by a long indulgence of many leſſer 
- fins, than by a few enormous crimes; and by 
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a great many ſmall omiſſions, than by a few 
groſs commiſſions, Let thus much ſuffice on 
the firſt doctrinal obſervation rais'd from my 


text, viz. That the devil will play at ſmall 
game, rather than none at all. 


I now proceed to another proverb. 
II. That they run faſt whom the devil drives. 


My text ſaith, When the unclean ſpirits entered 
into the ſiwine, the herd ran violently down a ſteep 
place. "4 


With a career ſwift and rapid as this do many 
young finners poſt on in the paths of fin and 
vice; when, having caſt off the bridle of re- 
ſtraining grace, and forſaken all their divine 
guides, they have delivered themſelves up to 
the ſtrong impulſe of their own inbred corrup- 
tions, and of ſatanical temptations. Being car- 
ried away with both wind and -tide, what an 
amazing progreſs do they make in the ſeveral 
ſtages of vice, far beyond what the moſt dil 
gent chriſtian makes in the good ways of God! 
How long and how often muſt the conſcienci- 
ous chriſtian viſit the houſe of God, and his 
cloſet; and what painful ſtruggles muſt he 
maintain with corruptions and temptations, 
with darkneſs, doubts and fears, before he can 


find any very ſenſible advances towards heaven? 


How often does his journey reſemble the march 
of that famous African General, * when he 


* Hannibal, of whom hiſtory (though in this particular per- 
haps fabulous) informs us, that he applied vinegar to the Al- 
pian rocks in order to render them more penetrable to his edged 
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cut his road inch by inch through the rocky en- 
trails of mount Alps ; or the forty years travels 
of the Iſraelites, when God led them through 
that. great and terrible wilderneſs, wherein were 
fiery ſerpents and ſcorpions and drought, Deut. viii. 
a road which might, even without a ſpecial 
divine guide, have been travelled through in an 
equal number of weeks by a caravan of mer- 
_ chants, impelled by a thirſt of worldly gain, — 
Indeed the travels of fin and vanity, though 
attended with a far worſe guide, are uſually ex- 
ceeding quick beyond thoſe of piety and virtue. 
What an awful progreſs have ſome declining 
backſliding — made, in obduracy and 
profaneneſs, after they have ſaid of ſabbaths, 
and a preached goſpel, what a wearineſs is it ? 
Mal. i. 13. and have withdrawn from religious 
aſſociations? By liſtening to the counſel of the 
ungodly, and flanding in the way of ſinners, they 
have ſoon been led forward, 7o fit in the feat of 
tbe ſcornful ; that is, to make a ſcoff of ſerious 
people, and ſerious things, Pf. i. 1. With what 
a rapid career have ſole moved from idleneſs 
and tippling to high-way robbery ; and from 
thence to a gibbet; all perhaps in a couple of 
years? The chaſte and blooming young maid 
too, whom penury and want drives from theſe 
barren regions in the north, in order to procure 
a more liberal maintainance in our wealthy 
metropolis, being once decoy'd from the paths 
of chaſtity, how ſoon does ſhe become a pro- 
ficient in all the inveigling arts of a common 
proſtitute ! how quickly does ſhe paſs from one 
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| ſcene of wickedneſs to another, and groſſer; 


and what a ſhort interval is there between her 
ſetting up for a lady of pleaſure in Drury-lane, 
and her beating hemp in Br:/e4vell, or breath- 
ing out her wretched life on a dunghill, almoſt 
as noiſom as her own diſtempered body ! But 
enough hath been ſaid to confirm and illuftrate 
the ſecond proverbial ſaying raiſed from the text, 
namely, that they indeed run faſt whom the - 
devil Hires —Do any aſk a reaſon, why ſuch 
perſons run ſo falt? A fivefold reaſon may 
be aſſigned. 

Firſt, Becauſe the road in which the devil 
drives his herd is a broad and down-hill road. 

Secondly, Becauſe both the will of the driver, 
and the inclinations of his herd, lead entirely 
the ſame way. 


Thirdly, Becauſe the devil is an unwearied 


driver, who never needs to reſt himſelf, 


Fourthly, A furious driver, who exerciſeth no' 
forbearance or lenity towards his wretched 
herd. 

And Fifrhly, Becauſe he has always a large 
company of ſervants helping him to drive. 

Firſt. They run faſt whom the devil drives, 
— becauſe the ee in which he drives his herd is 
a broad and down-bill road. a 

The way to deſtruction is by our bleſſed 
Lord ſtiled broad, Mat. vii. 13. ſo broad, that 
it cannot eaſily be miſtaken; fo broad that it 
cannot eaſily be ſtepped out of; whereas the 
road in which Chriſt leads his flock 1 is in the 
next verſe termed-a narrow way. Now travel- 
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lers can move faſter forward in an open broad 
way, than in a very narrow one. — Again, the 
road in which Satan drives his herd is alſo a 
down-hill road. The text faith, te herd of 
ſwine ran down a ſieep place. That road in 
which the ſwiniſh herd of finners are poſting . 
to deſtruction, reſembles the road in which this 
herd of ſwine ran with ſo much vehemence ; 
for it is a ſteep down-hill road. Every way of 
wickedneſs is a down-hill path; and it is eaſy 
for corrupt nature to walk in it. Ungodly ſin- 
ners need not be on the full ſtretch, need not 
put forth any ſtrong efforts in travelling the 
down-hill road of vice; no, let them but give 
way to the propenſities of their own evil minds, 
and they will ſoon be carried down the precipice 
into the dead ſea of deſtruction, merely by the 
weight of their own innate corruptions; like 
the fragment of a mountainous rock, which, 
when puſhed into motion, rolls down a 
hill with great rapidity, being preſſed by its 
own weight. 

What has now been ſaid points out a clear 
and ſatisfaRory reaſon, why Beelzebub drives his 
herd ſo very much faſter than Chriſt, the good 
ſhepherd, conducts his ſheep. Chriſt's ſheep 
travel up the ſteep hill of ſelf-denial and hea- 
venly- mindedneſs; hence is their motion gene- 
rally ſo flow ; whereas the devil's hogs go down 
the hill, therefore they quit ground, and run 
with ſpeed. 9 | 

Secondly. They run faſt whom the devil 
drives, becauſe both the will of the driver, _ 
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the inclinations of his herd lead intirely tir ſame 


way, — The ſheep of Chriſt's paſture, being in 
this life ſanctified but in part, find a law in 
their members warring againſt the law of their 
minds, Rom. vii. 23. In them, the fleſh lufteth 
againſt the ſpirit, as well as the ſpirit againſt the. 


fleſh, Gal. v. 17. ſo that they are drawn con- 


trary ways by two contrary principles working 
within, Whereas in thoſe who have not been 
renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, the fleſh 
and carnalized ſpirit have the ſame habitual bent. 
Sin is the delightful element in which they live 
and move. As our Savior ſaid, They are of their 


father the devil, and the luſts of tbeir father they 


will do. So that his ſtimulating temptations 
and their inclinations habitually lead one and 
the ſame way. This is far from being the caſe 
between an herd of ſwine and their driver. 
If ever you ſaw a number of hoys paſs along the 
road, what contrary propenſities might you ob- 
ſerve in the driver, and thoſe that are driven. 
The ſwine- herd puſheth on; but often his herd 
will not go forward, ſometimes an hog takes 
ſturdy, and will not ſtir; while the reſt are ever 
and anon bruſhing (forcing their way) through 
the hedge on the road-ſide. And this is the 
reaſon. why common ſwine-herds move fo: 
ſlowly with their herds, and make ſuch ſhort: 


' ſtages. But now Satan has the advantage of 


driving his herd very faſt, becauſe his inclinations: 
and theirs, as I ſaid, lead the ſame way. He 
loves ſin, and they love it, and both chooſe to 
walk in it.— By the way; this undeniably da- 

monſtrates, 
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monſtrates, what ſhould all along be kept in 
full view, namely, that the diabolic tempter 
does not drive his herd by compulſion; that he 
does not force a compliance with temptations 
againſt the ſinners own conſent ; for that would 
defeat his main deſign in tempting ; ſeeing it 
would take away all actual fin on the ſinner's 
part. The firſt motion to fin undoubtedly lies 
in our own breaſts. Sparks of temptation can- 
not take fire, where they meet with no com- 
buſtible fuel to feed the flame. 

Thirdly. They run faſt whom the devil 
drives, becauſe he is an unuearied driver, who ne- 
der needs to reſt himſelf. 

Other drivers cannot always be on their feet, 
puſhing forward their herd ; no, their fatigued 
bodics need reſt and fleep by night, and baiting 
times by day. But Satan never ſleeps, never 
ſtops to eat; for indeed his very driving is his 
meat and drink; and the faſter he drives his 
herd, the more is he refreſhed (if indeed it be 
proper to ſpeak of a devil being refreſhed by any 
thing). Beelzebub drives his ſimple herd not 
only through vanity-fair, through crowds of 
lewd companions, and through wilderneſſes of 
wordly cares by day; but alſo through many 
ſecret haunts and lurking places of wickedneſs 
by night. Yea, by the aſſiſtance of a working 
defiled imagination, does he not at times puſh 
on his wretched herd towards the ſea of deſtruc- 
tion, even in their debauched or revengeful 
night-dreams, which incline them to the more 
actual fin by day? And with what ny 

| they 
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1 they move on in the way of fin, who preſs for- 
Wil ward in it both day and night? True 
. Fourthly. They run faſt whom the devil 
drives, becauſe he is a furious driver, who ex- 
erciſeth no forbearance or lenity towards his un- 
happy herd. —The drawings of the dove-like 
Spirit of God, whenever there is a parity of cir- 
cumſtances, are far more gentle and mild than 
thoſe of the evil ſpirit. The former draus with the 
bands of love, thoſe cords of a man. Hol. xi. 4. 
He. operates on the calm mind; but the evil 
| ſpirit, we apprehend, works moſt on the ſtrong 
| imagination, and inflamed paſſions, which com- 
[| monly bear away the ſinner with a rapid career. 
* Beſides, ſuch a vehement propenſity is there in 
ns the devil's nature to ſin and wickedneſs, that, 
| where neither conſcience nor providence place 
”  , . anyobſtructing bar, he puſheth on his wretched 
þ {ſlaves from one ſcene of wickedneſs to another, 
(| and uſually greater, without any mercy. Thus 
(| in a very ſhort. time he hurried on Judas from 
the ſin of betraying his divine maſter, to the 
horrid unnatural crime of ſelf- murder. Thus 
too when any abandoned creature has defiled his 
hands with the 1ſufficiently-foul fin of robbery, 
the evil ſpirit within perſuades him, tis impoſ- 
ſible to make a ſafe retreat till his hands have 
been dipt in a fecond ſtill deeper dye, namely, 
the blood and life of the injured party. O! 
how dangerous is it to yield to the firſt ſolicita- 
tions of the evil fpirit within, be they ever 
apparently ſo modeſt and moderate. Give him 
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an inch, he will take an ell; and if you go with 
him a mile, he will compel you to go twain. - 

Fifthly. Another reaſon why they run faſt 
whom the devil drives, is, becauſe be has al- 
ways a large number of Servants to help him to 
drive, In whatever kingdom, country or pa- 
_ iſh the God of this world drives his hogs, vaſt 
multitudes riſe, ſwarm about him, and freely 
lend an hand to help on his thoughtleſs herd 
through the broad ways of vice; ſome by going 
before his wretched herd in a bad example; 
others by enticing with fair promiſes and en- 
ſnaring bribes; whilſt a third fort drive behind 
with terrifying threats. To be plain, ſuch is 
the policy and device of this chief ſwine- driver, 
that he ſets one hog to drive another; 7. e. one 
finner to ſpur on another to fin. Thus he 
makes uſe of one bad member of a family to 
infe&t another; one bad neighbour to entice 
another ; one lewd companion to inveigle ano- 
ther; and one erroneous or looſe church- mem- 
ber to make another like himſelf. — Nay, (who 
could have imagined it) ſo extreme politic is 
Beelzebub, that he frequently imploys too many 
who are reputed the ſhepherds of Chriſt's ſheep, 
to drive his own dirty hogs through the miry 
ways of fin into the lake of deſtruction ; ſome 
by the corrupt doctrines they preach ; others 
by the looſe lives they lead, —Having thus 
finiſhed the ſecond proverb raiſed from the text, 
tis high time to enter upon 
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' The Third, namely, That the devil brings 


his hogs to a fine market. 


| Behold, the cobole herd ran downa flee place 
snto the ſea, and were cboaked. 


This proverb which gives the finner and a 
ſordid brute ſynonymous names is certainly very 
degrading to human nature. But does it indeed 
degrade man more than the original Fall did; 
or more than Scripture doth ? Is it not ſaid; 
Man being in honour abode not, but became like 
the beaſts that periſh? Pi. xlix. Is not man ſaid 
to be born like a-wild aſs's colt? Did Aſaph 
utter any hyperbole when he faid ; ſo [fooltſh 
was I and ignorant: I was as a beaſt before thee ? 
Pſ. Ixxjii. Or did our mild Saviour miſunder- 
ſtand or miſrepreſent human nature when he 
called certain deformed pieces of it by the name 
of ſerpents, and a generation of vipers ? Mat. xx11i. 
Or, when ſpeaking of refractory unperſuadable 
ſinners, He compared them to {wine ? Mat. vii. 
Let not the delicate reader be offended, much 
leſs ſhocked at ſuch ſcriptural repreſentations as 


| theſe, Rather let him be ſhocked at the depra- 


vity of his own nature; which indeed is but faint- 
ly and imperfectly ſhadowed forth by theſe fore- 
ſaid deſcriptions ; ſtrong as their colourings ſeem 
to be. Believe it, if ever the illuminating ſpi- 
rit of God give you a full fight and ſenſe of the 
depravity cleaving to your (otherwiſe noble) 
natures, you will confeſs, there's not a picture 
equally hideous to be found in any part 4 the 

rute- 
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brate-creation ; no, not even in thoſe wilds of 
Africa which ſwarm with prowling monſters, 
and the ſerpentine brood. Undoubtedly fin 1s 
the greateſt deformity in nature. Brutes, even 
the ſorrieſt claſs of brutes, are what a good God 
at firſt made them, and ſerve the wiſe ends for 
which He intended them; - but thoſe vicious 
creatures, who are emblemized by hogs in the 
text, are quite the reverſe in both caſes, 

But methinks I hear it pleaded, ** Are not 
all mankind endued with noble fouls, and that 
God-like faculty, REAs0n?”— We grant it; yea 
we are willing to grant you almoſt every thing i in 
this caſe that your vanity and pride can demand. 
We will call your noble ſoul a young angel ; 
and your reaſon a ray of divinity ; yea a king 
in the moral world. But what it this young 
angel within (Nebuchadnezzar like) be by fin 
and ſenſuNlity transformed into a groveling 
brute; or reſembling the ſerpent in paradiſe, 
when doomed to creep on the belly, and to 
feed on duſt all the days of its life? And as to 
that noble faculty, reaſon, what will it avail to 
have the light 1 it, without retaining its power 
and purity; and to be in the wretched condition 
of that enlightened heathen, who cried out, 
video meliora, proboque; deteriora ſequor, i. e. 
I know my duty and approve of it; but at the 
ſame time, act in direct oppoſition to it. What if 
this boaſted princely faculty reſemble a king in 
priſon, a king in chains, whoſe titles and apy 
ſizns of royalty ſerve only to heighten and ag- 
grandize his preſent digrace and wretched- 
nels ? 

D 2 Having 


' 


EE. 
| Having thus vindicated the-propriety of that 
nk humbling emblem by whieh vicious ſinners 
| are repreſented in the Jaſt proverbial obſervation 
i raiſed from my text; let us now attend to the 
j alarming declaration which it holds forth, 
f namely, That the devil brings bis bogs at laſt to 
1 2 very dear market,—And dearly muſt the ſin- 
uf ner pay for all thoſe brutal gratifications which 
* he wallowed in on earth. Having by a ſenſual 
11 life thruſt himſelf below the noble rank of puri- 
11 fied ſaints; yea below the dignity of rational 
it creatures, and ſhrunk into the low ſordid life 
tt of a. brute, he muſt hereafter be thruſt ſeveral 
1 ſteps lower ſtill, viz. when the grand tempter 
| becomes his endleſs tormentor. When Beelze- 
1 bub hurried thoſe hogs, mentioned in the text, 
1 into the ſea, and drowned them, it is but a 
i faint repreſentation of that ſea of deſtruction, in- 
to which the ſenſual brutified ſinner mult at laſt 
be plunged ; a fea in which, © deep calleth 
* unto derp, and all the waves and billows of 
% divine wrath roll over him.” And now, 
il | ſinners, bethink yourſelves ſeriouſly, whether it 
1 be not the height of folly to permit yourſelves to 
5 be driven by the evil ſpirit and your own luſts 
ll down the fatal precipice of vice, and to wallow 
it in thoſe brutak gratifications which will render 
| | you contemptible here, and miſerable hereafter, 
| 
| 
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As a great man once ſaid, Words cannot 
[8 + fully deſcribe the madneſs of thoſe ſinners, 
[i © who, that they may live the life of beaſts here, 
it 6e ſtick not to ſhare the lot of devils hereafter.” 
. What à pity is it that ſinners do not lay theſe 
1 5 awful 
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awful conſiderations ſeriouſly to heart | But alas, 
ſo long as that brutal tribe can get the fleſh 
pampered, and their bodily ſenſes entertained 
with the various bewitching pleaſures of this 
vain world, t 


hey generally continue ſtupid and 
void of feeling with reſpect to ſpiritual and 
eternal things. But ah ! when pain and fick- 
neſs come in the room of health and worldly 
pleaſure, in what a wretched plight do they 
find themſelves, Believe it, 


Men may live brutes, but brutes they cannot dit,— 


In what ſtraits, in what diſtreſs both of body 
and mind have we ſeen ſome abandoned fin- 
ners on adeath-bed, when both a pained body 
| and a guilty troubled mind, have conſpired to- 
gether to render them every way miſerable. 
Live they muſt not; die they dare not. It is 
true, alF Satan's Herd do not end their days 
thus untomfortably, The Pſalmiſt tells us, 
that © Some are laid like ſheep in the grave; 
* and there are no bands in their death.” But 
muſt impenitent tranſgreſſors, who have wil- 
fully rebelled againſt the light of nature and 
the laws of God, muſt they cloſe the ſcene of 
life, as ſafely as thoſe innocent brute-animals 
who never tranſgrefſed any divine law? and 
muſt they be as ſecure from any dreadful after- 
ſtate? No; common ſenſe as well as ſcripture 
loudly forbid it. Beſides, obſerve we not, to 
what diſaſters, yea, to what ſhocking deaths Di- 
vine Providence has appointed innocent brutes 


purely for the ſake of man? Rather than two 
| poor 
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TH 1 
poor men ſhould be tortured to death by a ſet 
of fierce demons, our text informs us, that two 
thouſand hogs muſt be plunged in the fea and 
drowned. And, Reader, was it juſt in our 
Lord to doom ſo many innocent hogs to a fate 
they had never deſerved by any miſdeeds of 
their own? * And will it be unjuſt to devote 
law-breaking, goſpel-rejefting ſinners to that 


deſtruction, of which they had fo often been 
graciouſly forewarned, and which their crimes 


have ſo highly merited? No, as certainly as 


theſe hogs were drowned, ſo certainly muſt 
daring impenitent finners be drowned in eternal 
perdition, When I have ſometimes ſeen kitch- 
ens beſmeared and ſprinkled with the blood and 
entrails of poultry ; when 1 have beheld droves 
of harmleſs ſheep or hogs moving towards the 
ſlaughter-houſe, there to bleed and die for our 


lf it be a righteous appointment of heaven to devote daily 
unto death, the cattle on a thouſand hills for the repaſt of the 
body, which might notwithſtanding have ſubſiſted without 
animal food ; why not equally juft for the Lord of life to de- 
vote to death the hogs on this one mountain, for the ſingular 
benefit of the ſouls and bodies of theſe two demoniacs ; yea 
for the ſpiritual uſe and improvement of the world in ous: 
ral ? a death too more ſoft and eaſy than is frequently endured 
by poor brutes under the hand of the butcher. As to the ſeeming 
injuſtice done to the owners, by drowning two thouſand of their 


| hogs, conſider, that the religious uſe and improvement ariſing 


from this miracle to the world of mankind in general, did more 
than countervail the loſs. See Dr. Hammond's comment on the 
text. N.B. The foregoing argument will receive additional 
ſtrength, if there be any truth in the opiyion of thoſe learned Di- 
vines, who, with a great ſhew of probability, maintain that the 


propriotor or proprietors of theſe hogs were Jews, and that 


our Lord took this righteous method to chaſtiſe them for 
keeping ſwine for food contrary to the law of God, and of 


their king Hyrcanus, 8 
benefit, 
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benefit, when I have heard the hog ſcream nn- 
der the butcher's knife, or the ox hideouſly bel- 
low under that more. formidable weapon the 
ax, methought theſe heart-piercing cries have 
thus called out to thoſe, whoſe vile and worth- 
leſs lives have been maintained by the ſlaught- 
ered carcaſes of thoſe beaſts; ** See, finners, 
in our ſufferings what your own deſerts are; 
e and what ye may expect when the great, 
ce and juſtly offended Jehovah bathes his {word 
C in heaven; when his hand takes hold of judg- 
* ment, and renders vengeance to his adverſa- 
© ries,” | 

Having thus finiſhed the general plan of my 
Diſcourſe, I ſhall think it an unpardonable ne- 
glect to diſmiſs the ſubject till I have taken no- 
tice of a remark ariſing from the whole text; 
the remark is, that the Lord Jeſus bas à very 
tender concern for diſtreſſed periſhing ſinners of 
mankind, Such a ſurpaſſing regard has he ex- 
preſſed for their bodies and ſouls, that, in order 
to reſcue two miſerable men from a number of 
fierce demons, he willingly devoted two thou- 
{and brute-animals to death. And has not 
ſomething equivalent to this been done for you 
and me, yea, for mankind in general ? Have 
not thouſands of brute- creatures, as well as 
other animals of an inferior ſpecies, ſacrificed 
their lives to maintain ours ? This certainly is 
heart- affecting. But, behold another ſacrifice 
offered for us! a ſacrifice which diſplays the 
love and goodneſs of God, infinitely more, and 
therefore ſhould ſtrike us with far greater aſto- 


niſhment 


- — — 
7 — — — ä 
— - 


1 32 ] 
niſhment and with adoring wonder. - Behold 
Chriſt the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
fin of the world, John i. 29. Here was a ſacri- 
fice infinitely better and more coſtly than thou- 
ſands of rams, yea than all the cattle on a thou- 
ſand hills. This ſacrifice poured out it's blood 
and life for an higher and better end than the 
preſervation of our periſhing bodies, even for 
the pardon, juſtification, and ſalvation of every 
ſin-weary, broken-hearted believer, be his ſins 
ever ſo many in number, ever ſo heinous in 
ilt. 

* touchſtone of trial, and a fe ſubſequent 
directions ſhall now conclude the whole of this 

Diſcourſe. 
Firſt, A touchſtone of trial, which in the 
ſent caſe is certainly of very high importance. 
For if they who belong to Satan's herd muſt be 
brought to the deplorable end, deſcribed under 
our third general topic of diſcourſe, it certainly 
congerns us all to make trial, whether we belong 
to Satan's vile herd, or are the genuine ſheep of 
Chriſt's paſture ? That it may be the more cer- 
tainly known to which of theſe we belong, I 
ſhall lay down three ſuch diſcriminating marks 
as will infallibly diſtinguiſh the one from the 
other. | 
Firſt. It is the property of Satan's herd to 
lie down deſignedly in the mire of fin, and to 
wallow in it with pleaſure ; for dirt is the 
ſwine's beloved element; whereas, when the 
flock of Chriſt fall into ſin, they reſemble a 
cleanly ſhcep fliding into a dirty ditch, which. 
it 
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it ſtrives to get out of, becauſe contrary to its 
cleanly nature. 125 

Secondly, When any of Beelzebub's brutal 
herd wallow in the mire of fin, it is uſual with 
them to be peeviſh and-revengeful when either 
miniſter or pious friend attempt to raiſe them 
out by ſalutary reproof, and good advice; for 
this pointeth out their relation to that grunting 
herd which grow fierce and furious when at- 
tempts are uſed to drive them out of a ſinkhole. 
Whereas, Chriſt's genuine ſheep are rather 
thankful, when a chriſtian brother or a fpiritual 
guide ſtretch out an helping hand to lift them 
out of the mire of fin. Pſ. cxli. 5. 8 

Thirdly. Chriſt's ſheep are more meek and pa- 
tient under the Lord's afflicting hand than Sa- 
tan's hogs. What ſubmiſſion did David diſcover 
under trying diſpenſations of divine providence, 
when he ſaid in Pf. xxxix. g. I was dumb; I 
opened not my mouth, becauſe. thou didft it? On 
the contrary, how untractable are ungodly ſin- 
ners, concerning whom it is faid in Job xxvii. 22. 
They would fain flee out of the hand of God? If 
theſe foreſaid marks of trial have pointed out and 
proved your kindredſhip to Satan's herd ; that 
unhappy alliange is to be broken ; firſt, by 
praying, that your heart may be renewed 
by divine grace; and that an holy bent and 
bias may be given to your depraved incli- 
nations. Plead that gracious promiſe in Ezek, 
xxxvi. 25, 26. Then will I ſprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean; from 


all your filthineſs will I cleanſe you. A new 
E hear 
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ſtoby heart, and 


0 Þ 
heart alſo ill I give you, and anew ſpirit = 


put within you; and 


will take awa 
give you an heart of Aach * 


Till this inward wathing in the laver of rege 


neration take place, there will be no genuine 


nor laſting reformation of lite ; but he dg 1 
return to bis vomit, and the. ſow, that Was waſtes, at 
to ber wallowing in the mire.” 2 Pets ii. 22. 
Laſtiy. Endeavour to feed on ſuch ſpiritual 
food as ey to nouriſh the divine life in the 
ſoul, Avoid ſinful and ſenſyal indulgences; books 
too which unhappily tend to corrupt the mind. 
and de bauch the imagination. 
think it well with your ſouls, till you can reliſh, 
digeſt and derive nouriſhment, growth and 
ſtrength from the food of God's Word; 
you. can habitually delight. in thoſe grew 
paſtures of goſpel ordinances, into whic 


till 


divine ſheph 


In ſhort, never 


erd leads his flock, and in which 


he preſerves them, aw m * them. to 
eternal liſe. 11 i 
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